
SECTION C: UNCHANGING CHARACTER … CHANGING METHODS

CHAPTER 6:
THE PATTERN OF PARENTING

Change Reaction 6: Let’s not talk about change, I need a break.”
Leaders are tired of administrative unproductiveness and disorder …

and want a break from volunteering.  After all, isn’t church more than administration?

Principles Do Not Change … But Relationships and Actions May

In this chapter we have come to the conclusion that underlying nature, will and 
character must not change.  But in tandem we see that certain relationships and actions do 
change.  How can we best describe this duality?

Also, in Chapter 1 we saw that church leaders as well as congregants are 
generally confused about the dual roles of a church, as a relational organization to be 
nurtured and as an administrative organization to be managed.  This in another duality 
that requires a careful balance between duties

As a parent myself of four daughters now into their twenties and thirties, I believe 
the pattern of parenting is one of the best models for balance amid such dualities. 

Is the First Child A Guinea Pig?

Breanna always thought she had it the toughest.  The eldest of four girls, Breanna 
was the child of our early twenties. Rebecca and I were joyful and anticipatory parents, 
launching into our duties with passion and zeal.  Rebecca became a stay-at-home mom to 
spend time nurturing Breanna, while I worked a variety of ministerial jobs to support our 
fledging family.

We knew we had good intentions.  And as Christians who regularly participated in 
church life, we felt we had a Biblical, moral and altruistic perspective on parenting.  We 
often talked about how we wanted to share our Christian values and principles with our 
children … and Breanna was the guinea pig.

Today Breanna is a successful lawyer with a growing family herself.  Her 
hindsight vision has improved, as today she feels that we did an excellent job in parenting 
her and often asks for advice.  Little does she realize that in those early days, though we 
had principles and underlying standards, the parenting process was a experiment in how 
to live out those intentions in our fledgling family unit.  

Subsequently, with the first child, we learned as we went.  With Breanna we had 
to improvise, adjust and evaluate.  She was the blessing of our life, as the Bible would 
say “the apple of our eye” (Psalm 17:8).  And though an enjoyable and pleasant journey, 
our task was filled with uncertainly as we balanced dualities of discipline/nurture and 
consistency/adaptation.
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The end result was that Breanna felt we did an good job.  But she also felt her 
younger sisters, Kelly, Corrie and Ashley had an easier time.  You see, the younger ones 
benefited from our experiences in living out our ideas with Breanna.  Breanna was right, 
she did receive the lion’s share of our improvisation, changeableness, adaptations and 
experimentation.  Yet, with each daughter Rebecca and I learned how to better inculcate 
our principles into our parenting actions.

What helped us succeed in raising four happy daughters was that we adjusted our 
actions as our daughters matured.  However, we never adjusted our underlying belief 
systems, nor principles.  But, we found varying and more effective ways to live out our 
principles in our parenting actions.  

What was happening was that as the girls matured, our relationship changed (a 
Type-7 change).  As a result, we had to take different action than previously (Type-8 
change).  In hindsight, it was our ability to be consistent in nature, will and character in 
the face of four children undergoing different stages of childhood development. Our 
parenting actions where different when our daughters were pre-schoolers than our actions 
when they were teenagers.  But we were careful to ensure they knew our nature, will and 
character remained the same.

And today, though we miss the marvelous escapades of our youthful brood, 
Rebecca and I must today relate to our daughters as adults.  Our relationships with them 
have changed as they matured.  And as a result our parenting actions had to adjust as 
well.

Shortly before the birth of her first child, Breanna inquired about our parenting 
skills.  “We were children, too,” replied my wife Rebecca.  “But we had underlying 
Biblical principles,” she added.  “And we sought to continually be a better and better 
example of Christian parenting … but it took a lot of learning and adjustment.”  Breanna 
smiled and said no more about the topic.  She understood this better than Rebecca or I.

God’s Pattern of Parenting

The bible is rife with the pattern of parenting as reflected in God’s relationship to 
His offspring.  Let us look at a few examples of God’s parenting principles and see what 
lessons they can engender for church leaders who are tackling church change.

God as Mother?

Though often overlooked, at times the Scriptures describe God as having the best 
attributes of both father and mother.  And since the attributes of a mother are often the 
most overlooked, let’s begin our inquiry with several motherly attributes of God. 

God has an enduring motherly relationship.  Isaiah 49:15 “Can a mother forget 
the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she 
may forget, I will not forget you!”

God comforts, as a mother comforts a child.  Isaiah 66:13 “As a mother 
comforts her child, so will I comfort you.”

God yearns like a woman in childbirth, God yearns for the growth and maturity 
of His people.  Isaiah 42:14-15 says, “For a long time I have kept silent, I have been 
quiet and held myself back. But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and 
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pant. I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn 
rivers into islands and dry up the pools.”  Also, James 1:18 “He chose to give us birth 
through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.”1

To protect and nurture resistant offspring.  In Matthew 23:37 Jesus uses the 
imagery of a mother hen and her chicks, avowing, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 
the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.”

God as Father

Here Scriptures abound.   The following are just a few examples.  Many more 2

scriptures will be discussed in the following section, “God as Parent.”
God loves us as a father loves his children.  1 John 3:1  

 says, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called the 
children of God! And that is what we are!”

God is “Abba, Father.”  One of the most remarkable New Testament passages is 
Romans 8:15:  “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but 
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’”  Another is 
Galatians 4:6 “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 
Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father’.”  See also how Jesus uses the expression “abba” 
when referring to His heavenly in Mark 14:36.   The term abba is a Aramaic expression 3

of endearment and familiarity customarily used by a very young child.   As such, it is 4

usually the first word from a child’s mouth.  While some translate this “daddy,” this may 
still be too formal.  A better term might be “dada,” an expression connoting dependence, 
endearment, commencement and closeness.  This intimate, reliant and cherished term 
gives new insight to how God longs for us to return to Him and recapture that early 
father-child connection and love.

God must discipline us at times, as a loving father.  Solomon warns in 
Proverbs 3:11-12: “My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his 
rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.”  
Also, Hebrews 12: 9-10 states, “Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the 
Father of our spirits and live!  
Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us 
for our good, that we may share in his holiness.”

Alister McGrath has said, “to speak of God as father is to say that the role of the 
father in ancient Israel allows us insights into the nature of God.”   Thus, from the above 5

we can catch a glimpse into God’s loving, preserving, just and devoted nature.

God as Father and Mother

Sometimes God appears in the role of both parents.  For example, in Psalm 27:10 
we see, “Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me.” 

In Moses’ song of adoration (Deuteronomy 32) he characterizes God’s love 
toward His children as that of a paternal eagle, hovering over its young and protecting 
them.  The tasks outlined, hovering over the young, catching them and carrying them 
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describes female eagle attributes, but at times can also describe male eagles.  Thus, both 
roles can be inferred.  The full passage reads, “In a desert land he found him, in a barren 
and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of 
his eye.  Like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its 
wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions” Deuteronomy 32:10-11.
And in Deuteronomy 32:18 both maternal and paternal roles of God are described in the 
same sentence: “You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave 
you birth.” 

Sallie McFaque gives a helpful summation of God as father and mother stating 
“God as mother does not mean that God is mother (or father).  We imagine God as both 
mother and father, but we realize how inadequate these and any other metaphors are to 
express the creative love of God …. Nevertheless, we speak of this love in language that 
is familiar and dear to us, the language of mother and fathers who give us life, from 
whose bodies we come, and upon whose care we depend.”6

And thus God’s parental love is so deep, it is almost unfathomable in magnitude, 
scale and reach.  There is little surprise that both motherhood and fatherhood expressions 
are needed to describe such love.  Ephesians 3:17-19 puts it this way, “. . . And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.”

Yet, fatherhood certainly occurs with more frequency in Biblical passages.  This 
may be due to the patriarchal culture of ancient times.  However, that in such highly 
patriarchal times the writers of the Scriptures would not flinch at describing God’s 
motherly attributes, indicates that God has no opposition to using the best attributes of 
fatherhood … and motherhood to describe His character.7

And, fatherhood and motherhood can be defined in various ways depending upon 
the relationship.  For example, fatherhood can describe the establishing a household, the 
headship of that household, and of the provision, care and feeding of that household.  As 
we saw above, motherhood can describe birthing, nurturing, cherishing, etc.

However, to keep this present study from becoming too lengthy, let us look at 
how the fatherhood and motherhood of God relates to parenting.  And, in the process let 
us see if this doesn’t offer some strategic guidelines for dealing with change in churches.

God as Parent …

Loves: 1 John 3:1  
 says, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called the 
children of God! And that is what we are!”8

Nurtures: Galatians 4:6 “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father’.”

Sustains:  Matthew 6: 25-27, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the 
air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
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them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life.”

Teaches: John 14:23-26  “Jesus replied, ‘If anyone loves me, he will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 
him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not 
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me…. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.”  2 John 1:9 “Anyone who runs ahead and does not 
continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching 
has both the Father and the Son.” John Miller states, “God himself is characterized as just 
such a compassionate teaching father in Hosea’s portrait of the way, when Israel was an 
infant, he chose him, fed him, embraced him, taught him to walk, and, as Israel grew 
older, instructed him ‘with leading strings of love’ (Hosea 11:1-4).”9

Gives:  Matthew 7:11 “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him!”  Luke 12:32  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 
pleased to give you the kingdom.”  Ephesians 1:17  “I keep asking that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
so that you may know him better.”

Loses: Deuteronomy 32:18 (again maternal and paternal roles described in the 
same sentence) “You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave 
you birth.”

Grieves: Matthew 23:37, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.”

Comforts:  Isaiah 66:13 “As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you.”  
Matthew 5:43-45  "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”

Casts out fear: Romans 8:15:  “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a 
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, 
Father.’”

Disciplines:  Proverbs 3:11-12 “My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline 
and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the 
son he delights in.”  Hebrews 12:7  “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as 
sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?”  And Hebrews 12: 9-10  “Moreover, 
we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 
much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!  
Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us 
for our good, that we may share in his holiness.”

Protects: Deuteronomy 32:10-11 “In a desert land he found him, in a barren and 
howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his 
eye.  Like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings 
to catch them and carries them on its pinions.”
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Sacrifices:  John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Has compassion:  Isaiah 49:15 “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and 
have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget 
you!”  Luke 15:20 “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him.”

Reaches out: Matthew 23:37  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets 
and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.” Hosea 11:1-2, "When 
Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.  But the more I called 
Israel, the further they went from me.”

Forgives:  Matthew 6:14  “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”  Luke 6:35-36  “But love your enemies, do 
good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful 
and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Restores & Gives Life:  John 1:12-13  
"Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or 
a husband's will, but born of God.”  John 5:21  “For just as the Father raises the dead and 
gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.”

Continues:  Once a parent, you are always a parent, regardless of estrangements 
that may come. There is always a link, that though severed legally, emotionally or by 
physical distance still resides somewhere deep within our psyche.  Isaiah 49:15 says, 
“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has 
borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!”  After studying the history of the 
Early Church, Peter Widdicombe noted that parenthood is a “relational continuity caused 
by a free act of God's will.”   In other words, a key attribute of God’s parenthood is the 10

commitment that parenthood fosters.
Etc.:  Howard Marshall succinctly sums up God’s parenting noting, “For disciples 

of Jesus, as for Jesus, God is experienced as a loving Father who cares for his children 
and with whom they have an intimate personal relationship expressed in prayer.”11

Consistent in Nature, Will and Character:  But in all of God’s parenting 
endeavors, He remains consistent to His underlying nature, will and character as loving, 
just, gracious, caring, merciful and holy.  Now, let us see if we can extract from these 
patterns of parenting guidelines for change. And let us see if these patterns can help a 
church, much like a parent must, stay true to its underlying principles while adapting to 
changing environments, ages and circumstances.  

Lessons for Change 
From the Pattern of Parenting.

An overview:
STEP 1:  

Never waiver in your underlying principles.
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STEP 2:  
While remaining within your boundaries, use the Pattern of 
Parenting to adjust your actions.

STEP 3: 
Carefully and Biblically evaluate your boundaries regularly.

STEP 4:  
Move forward humbly, slowly and
with copious amounts of prayer and Bible study.

STEP 1:  Never waiver in your underlying principles.

Herein lies the key to successful parenting. Children are experts in noting 
duplicity and deceit.  And they flourish with consistency and reliability.  Here there are 
two points for maintaining underlying principles

• Use your principles to create “boundaries,” which you will not cross and 
which will be clear to your offspring that they must not cross.

• State these boundaries to help you remember and not waiver in those 
underlying qualities (we will do this in an eight-stage process in Chapter 7)

STEP 2: While remaining within your boundaries, 
use the Pattern of Parenting to adjust your actions actions,

As children grow, different actions must accompany the changing relationship 
between parent and child.  To almost every parent it soon becomes evident that actions 
that worked with adolescent children will not work with teens.  And, life quickly teaches 
that actions that worked with teens will not be effective when the offspring are adults. 

Changes in actions (Type-8) are required by the following changes in 
relationships (Type-7):

• Relational changes due to the stage of life (child, adolescent, etc.):  
PARENTING ACTIONS:  Child psychologists such as Jean Piaget 

and Erick Erickson discovered that children develop through various 
stages of understanding.  Parenting tools that work at one stage may not 
work at another.

CHURCH ACTIONS:  Churches also go through different stage of 
life.  A newly started church may look to the pastor as the expert to lead 
the way, while a church with a long history will usually have a cadre of 
mature leaders with whom the pastor must partner 

• Relational changes due to the environment (college, friends, neighbors, 
etc.):   

PARENTING ACTIONS:  When our children left home and went 
off to college, we trusted the principles we had instilled in them as youth 
would guide them.  With great difficulty Rebecca and I trusted our 
daughters to make good choices, and though there were daily times we 
wished to pick up the phone and check up on them, prayer became the 
preferred avenue for influence.
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CHURCH ACTIONS:  Today, younger generations have different 
music, language, stories, styles and outlook than their parents.  As such, 
once we have effectively discipled young people we must trust them to sift 
elements of a youth culture, filtering out the bad and retaining the Godly.  
And, it is often difficult from our perch in another culture, to refrain from 
offering our opinion or advice.  Again, like a college daughter or son, our 
influence is in what we have taught and modeled, and in continuing prayer.

• Relational changes due to individual changes (marriage).
PARENTING ACTIONS:  As our children married our relationship 

changed further, and for the better.  We now related as adults, but 
differently.  Sometimes the paternal instinct would arise with such 
veracity, that containing it was challenging.  But, in marriage our offspring 
now have new responsibilities and relationships, and for the better.

CHURCH ACTIONS:  Churches often undergo internal change as 
a congregation ages or the church changes in ethnicity.  New networks 
emerge, in much the same way as a new marriage welcomes in a whole 
new extended family into our erstwhile comfort.  New actions in almost 
every area of life are required.

STEP 3: Carefully and biblically evaluate your boundaries regularly.

It is important to note here that not all boundaries are principles.  Boundaries are 
artificial lines in the sand that help us stay true to our underlying nature, will and 
character. While Godly nature, will and character should not change, boundaries may 
change.  

Yet, I am not saying that godly nature, will and character should ever change.  But 
the way we live out those principles in our parenting and in our change process may need 
to be adjusted based upon further knowledge.  While this does not apply to God, because 
He knows all and is all good, this does apply to us, His fallible creatures.  Thus, unlike 
God we must be ready to revaluate our boundaries to ensure that they truly reflect our 
underlying principles and have not been inadvertently created by our cultural, 
generational preferences or biases.  Chapter 7 will look at steps to evaluate our 
Statements of Change Boundaries.

Assessment and appraisal are designed to ensure that your boundaries truly and 
continually reflect your underlying nature, will and character.  This is not to suggest that 
underlying principles change.  But rather a reminder that boundaries do.

STEP 4:  Move forward humbly, slowly and
with copious amounts of prayer and Bible study.

PARENTING ACTIONS:  Rebecca and I found ourselves encountering many 
unforeseen difficulties in parenting.  Often unexpectedly we were thrust headlong into 
situations we had no idea we might ever encounter.  Yet, what rescued us from these 
conundrums was a Biblical nature, will and character that guided us.  Often Rebecca and 
I would have to stop and pour over the Bible to ascertain if the problem was addressed by 
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Scripture.  If not directly, copious amounts of prayer and advice from Godly friends 
became the requisite avenue.

CHURCH ACTIONS:  Churches encounter with change both the unknown and 
the unexpected.  With new cultures come new ideas.  With new generations come new 
artistic forms.  And with maturing Christians, much like maturing children, come new 
expectations, delegation and heightened levels of trust.  And much like a missionary, 
church leaders must carefully sift through a culture and see what elements are appropriate 
and which go against the teachings of Jesus.  

The Power of Parenting

 “I need a break” is a change reaction that we often hear congregants lament.  
And, as parents we may feel this way too.  But, The Pattern of Parenting is that we persist 
… because we must.  And, as parents we reply on foundational principles while adjusting 
actions … because it works.

Jesus acknowledges that His empowerment and His patterns were based upon 
what He observed His Heavenly Father doing.  And thus, John 5:19 states,  
 “Jesus gave them this answer: ‘I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he 
can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also 
does’.”  

Herein lies a good example for Jesus’ followers.  In the parenting patterns of God 
we see a remarkable, extensive, organic and connected relationship that helps us in our 
journey of discipleship.  And, we see that an integral part of the pattern of parenting is to 
remain steadfast in boundaries based upon nature, will and character.  And at the same 
time it is important to remain elastic in actions due to changing relationships.

Thus, the Chapter 7 will look at how a church can craft a Statement of Change 
Boundaries that will help congregation decide what changes are appropriate and which 
changes go too far. 

 
Questions for Group Study 

Have each leader choose from one of the options below, and bring the completed 
question to your leadership meeting.  Have each leader share his or her response without 
comment by other leaders.  After everyone has had a opportunity to share, open the 
discussion for general or specific comments.

1. Give two (2) examples of how your parenting style changed as your children 
matured.

2. Describe different stages your witness your children go through.

3. Explain the three (3) biggest adjusts that you had to make in your parenting 
actions (in actions, not nature, will or character).

4. Tell your biggest blunder as a parent.
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5. Tell your greatest success as a parent.

6. Give two (2) examples of how churches undergo change in stages of life, in 
their community context, or in their congregational makeup.

• Have these change been for the worst?

• Have these changes been for the best?

7. Give three (3) examples of how your church leadership style has changed for 
different situations. 

8. Pick two of the following Scriptures, and tell how it can help you in be a more 
effective leader.

Numbers 11:12
Deuteronomy 32:10
Deuteronomy 32:18 
Psalm 27:10 
Psalm 17:8
Psalm 90:2
Isaiah 42:14
Isaiah 49:15
Isaiah 66:12
Isaiah 66:13
Matthew 7:11
Matthew 23:37
Romans 8:15
Galatians 4:6
Ephesians 3:17
James 1:18

 Some commentators have pointed out that the Greek word for “give us birth” can carry 1

both the emphasis of male procreation and female birth.  However, the straight 
forwardness of the term as an image of birthing, persuades me to include it here as a 
characteristic of motherhood.

 Historically, the fatherhood of God has received greater attention than His motherly 2

attributes.  This may be due to the patriarchal influences of Greek and similar cultures.  
For an overview regarding how the emphasis of God’s fatherhood took precedence, see 
Peter Widdicombe, The Fatherhood of God from Origen to Athanasius (Oxford: 
Clarendon Publishers, 2000).
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 Mark could have translated this from the Aramaic “abba,” into a more widely 3

understood Greek word.  However, Mark left this expression of Jesus intact, and did not 
feel a need to translate it.  The rationale can be that it was a widely understood expression 
and needed no translation.  But also, it could be because Mark felt this term of 
endearment was so poignant and powerful, that it was best to leave this word in Aramaic 
baby-gibberish to emphasize the trusting, personal and cherished relationship that existed 
between the Son of God and the Father, and that should be mirrored in His offspring.

 Otfried Hofius, Abba in The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, 4

Colin Brown, ed., translated from Theologisches Begriffslexikon Zum Neuen Testament, 
ed.s Lothar Coenen, Erich Beyreuther and Hans Bietenhard (Grand Rapids, Mich: 
Zondervan, 1967), p. 614.

 Alister E. McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, 3rd. ed. (Oxford: Blackwell 5

Publishers, 2001), p. 266. 

 Sallie McFaque, Models of God: Theology for an Ecological Nuclear Age 6

(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1987), 122-123.

 Due to the prominence of using the male terms He and Him7

 Hans Kung makes an important distinction between the Biblical model of God, and 8

what adversaries to Christianity often perceive.  Kung writes, “This Father God is 
nothing like the God feared by Marx, Nietzsche and Freud, terrifying men from 
childhood onward into feelings of anxiety and guilt, constantly moralizingly pursing him: 
a God who is in fact only the projection of instilled fears, of human domination, lust for 
power, arrogance and vindictiveness.”  Hans Kung, On Being A Christian (London, 
Collins: 1977), p. 312.

 John W. Miller, Calling God “Father:” Essays on the Bible, Fatherhood and Culture 9

(New York: Paulist Press, 1999), p. 93.

 Peter Widdicombe, the Fatherhood of God from Origen to Athanasius, op, cit., pp. 61410

 I. Howard  Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel (Downers 11

Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 2004), p. 192.
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